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In order to present uniform messages to the public from the DRCR.net, which 
involves hundreds of investigators and over a thousand staff, all publicity and 
press releases for the DRCR.net are to have prior approval of the Executive 
Committee or Network Chair except for items listed at the end of this 
memorandum. 
 
Drafts of item(s) not listed below should be sent to the Network Chair for review 
and approval prior to public release. The Network Chair will approve the item(s) 
or distribute for discussion at the next Executive Committee call if the Chair has a 
question regarding the item(s) or concluded that the item(s) should not be 
approved.  
 
Drafts of proposed publicity and press releases for approval are forwarded to the 
Network Chair through the Coordinating Center. Publicity includes the use of the 
DRCR.net logo or name on office stationary, slides, and the like. Use will be 
restricted, in general, to active investigators and staff as determined by the 
Executive Committee. 
 
While investigators are free to speak as individuals with respect to 
communications with the press, investigators, other than the Network Chair, and 
other Network personnel should decline answering questions on behalf of the 
Network and refer the media, in writing, to the Coordinating Center and Network 
Chair. The Network Chair is the designated spokesperson for the Network, and in 
general, will communicate with the press orally or in writing only following 
discussions and agreement with the appropriate Network group (e.g., the 
Operations Committee, or the Executive Committee, or the Principal Investigator 
of the Coordinating Center) through coordination of the Coordinating Center. In 
general, all questions to the Network from the media must be in writing and the 
Network will respond in writing. This will not interfere with the Network policy to 
be open, transparent, and deal with the scientific process with the highest 
integrity. Approaching responses in writing should help ensure that the Network 
has made all reasonable attempts to have information presented to the media to 
be free of scientific errors and accurate in every regard.  
 
It is recognized that when information is sought from an individual investigator or 
staff by the local press or others in his or her own community, it is sometimes 
necessary or desirable for that investigator to handle the request. In such an 
event, the investigator should speak as an individual and not as the official 
representative of the DRCR.net. This perspective should be made clear to the 
audience at both the beginning and the end of any oral presentation, as well as in 
writing whenever feasible. Also, the investigator should ask to be sourced 
accordingly, that is, as an individual, and not as a spokesperson for the Network. 
Ideally, the information provided to the press should be accurate and should 
reflect the general policy and views of the Network. If an investigator is unsure 
about what is appropriate to say, it is better to refrain and refer the media to the 
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Coordinating Center or Network Chair, in writing, as stated earlier in this 
document. 
 
Of note, it sometimes is not obvious that someone inquiring about Network 
information is from the media. Therefore, it is wise to consider carefully what one 
says to individuals outside of the Network regarding information about the 
Network, especially information that might be confidential within a teleconference 
or in-person Network meeting, or information involving the design (protocol 
development committees), conduct (enrollment numbers and outcomes from 
clinical sites), or reporting (presentations or publications in draft form) of Network 
protocols that are not in the public domain. The Network Chair, through the 
Coordinating Center, should be informed, in a timely manner, of all interviews or 
local presentations to the press or others involving Network material and be sent 
a copy of any enduring material, except as noted below.  
 
 
 
Items that do not require approval include the following: 
 

 Notation on letterhead of participation in the Network (although such 
letterhead only can be used by active sites and by active investigators at 
those sites and may only list active investigators). 

 Presentation of recruitment slides for studies previously created and 
approved by the Network (available on the Network web site). 

 Presentation of slides presenting information published in the peer-
reviewed literature. 
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